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Advertising

· Should certain kinds of ads be banned in the interest of health/morality/annoyance – alcohol, cigarettes, prescription meds, etc…?
· Should companies market to children? 
Animal rights
· Should it be illegal to use animals for sports and entertainment?    
· Should wild and/or exotic animals be kept as pets?
· Should animals be use for research? 

College
· Should teens in the U.S. adopt the British custom of taking a “gap year” between high school and college?
· Do colleges put too much stock in standardized test scores? 

Elections

· Should convicted felons have the right to vote?
· Is our election process fair? Should we continue to use the Electoral College?
Entertainment
· What, if any, limitations should be applied to the paparazzi?
· Does the public have a right to know about a public figure’s private life?
· Are beauty pageants exploitive? What about child pageants?

· Are actors and/or professional athletes paid too much? 
Environment
· Is climate change a hoax? Is it being exaggerated?
· Is global climate change man-made? 

· Should the use of coal be subjected to stricter environmental regulations than other fuels?
· Should DDT be re-approved for use in the wake of recent bedbug outbreaks across the country?
· Should the U.S. rejoin the Paris Climate Agreement to curb climate change?
· How much is too much noise? What, if anything, should we do to curb it?
· Is wind energy really that cheap? Is it effective? Is it practical?
· Should the racing industry be forced to use biofuels? 
LGBTQ Rights
· Should gay/lesbian couples be allowed to adopt children?
· Should people be required to use public restrooms based on their biological sex rather than their gender identity?
· Do “religious freedom” laws legalize discrimination?
· Should private businesses be allowed to discriminate against LGBTQ customers? 
Health

· Are we taking it too far by blaming fast food restaurants for obesity? When is it individual responsibility and when is it appropriate to place blame?
· Should companies allow employees to exercise on work time?
· Steroids. Antibiotics. Sprays. Are food manufacturers killing us?
· Should the U.S. stop importing Chinese-manufactured toys?
· Should thin people have to pay Medicare and other health costs for the health problems of obese people? Should obese people have higher premiums?
· Should we legalize the sale of human organs?
· Should the government have a say in our diets? 

· Most developed nations have universal health coverage. Why doesn’t the U.S., the wealthiest nation, have it?
Laws

· Should the state or federal government put laws into place to prevent bullying?
· Should denial of the Holocaust be illegal?
· Should illegal immigrants be made legal citizens?
· Once sex offenders leave prison, are laws about where they may live and be employed unfair?
· Should the federal government pass a nationwide indoor smoking ban?
· Is the death penalty effective? 

· Do curfews keep teens out of trouble? 

· Should English be the official language in the United States? 
· Should juvenile offenders be tried and punished as adults?
Marriage
· Should we reform laws to make it harder to get a divorce?
· In some states, it is illegal to cheat on a spouse. Should we prosecute cheaters? Is a law that’s not enforced really a law?
Media
· Should newspaper and magazine reporters be required to reveal their sources?
· Does news coverage favor whites?
·  Does the media, both print and broadcast, report fairly? Does it ever cross the line between reporting the news and creating the news?
Parenting
· Should stay-at-home parents get a salary from the government?
· Should parents be held responsible when their children break laws?
· Should spanking be considered child abuse?
· What are the effects on children whose parents push them in sports?
· Should parents be forced to vaccinate their children? Should vaccination waivers be easier/more difficult to obtain?
· What differences, if any, are there in children who are raised by stay-at-home moms and working moms? Does society today still discriminate against working mothers who wish to have flexible work schedules?
· Should men get paternity leave from work? 

Schools

· Should parents censor textbooks and other literature for children in schools?
· Exams often do little more than measure a person’s ability to take exams. Should exams be discouraged in favor of another form of assessment?
· Should children be required to say the Pledge of Allegiance in schools?
· Should the government impose restrictions on what kinds of foods can be served in school cafeterias?
· Do school uniforms make schools a safer, more productive learning environment?
· Are test scores a good indication of a school’s competency? 

· Should creationism be taught in public schools? 

· Should the military be allowed to recruit at high schools? 
· Do children learn better in boys-only and girls-only schools?
Security

· Should the government use invasive pat-downs and body scans to ensure airline passenger safety or are there better methods?
· Are we safer since the creation of the Homeland Security Department?
· Should the government be allowed to wire tap without permission?
· Are law enforcement cameras an invasion of privacy? 

Sports
· Should shoe companies be able to give away free shoes and equipment to high school athletes?
· Should athletes be allowed to use performance enhancing drugs?

· Has Title IX helped women’s sports? Has it harmed men’s sports?
Technology

· Should the federal government be allowed to regulate information on the internet?
· Do violent video games cause behavior problems? 
· Does the Information Age mean we are losing important historical information?
Wages / Labor

· U.S. companies that move factories to undeveloped nations barely pay employees enough to live on. Is it unethical to pay cheap wages or are companies doing those workers a favor?
· There’s a minimum wage, but should there also be a maximum wage/salary a person can earn?
· Women still earn only 75 cents for every $1 a man earns. Should laws be enacted to close this gap?
· Do Americans work too hard? Does working more actually reduce productivity? Is a 40-hour work week too much? Should there be a mandatory cap on the number of hours a person can work? Should there be changes in employment laws to give Americans more relaxation time?
· Are CEO’s paid too much? 
Women’s rights / issues

· Should women be priests, pastors, ministers, and rabbis?
· Should women be part of combat units in the military?
· Are sexual assault incidences on college campuses on the rise or has awareness just increased?
· Should insurance companies be required to pay coverage for contraceptives?
